
 

W H O  I S  W H A T ?  

Time needed 20- 30  minutes 

Age range High School Students 

Background of teen Basic to little background 

Set up 4 tables for group work 

 
Goals: This program aims to show the influence of the news media and social media culture on our society 
as well as encourage students to look to Jewish Heritage for influence and personal decision-making. 
 
Relevance: 
This session allows teens to consider what is successful in each area and how they perceive success 

versus how the torah approaches success. 
 
Active Learning: 
Divide the students into four different groups distribute one of the 4 worksheets to each group. Have 4 
different colors of pens and assign one color to each group.  
 
Give each group a few minutes to write all of the adjectives that they can come up with for each of their 
respective descriptions.    
Rotate the groups around to the next worksheet. Ask them to add with their color pens. 
 
Repeat this for each of the 4 steps (or as many as you have time for) 
 
Explain, now that we know what our society says about these types of people, let’s explore what the Torah 
has to say about them.   
 
Have one member of each group come to the front to read the “Torah” definition from Pirkei Avos 
(attached). Hold a discussion about the differences between the adjectives that we brainstormed and the 
adjectives given in our source sheet.   
 
Supplies needed: 

1. Work sheet – questions on big poster paper 
2. Source sheet 
3. Colored pens  

 
Step by step planning: 
Time Facilitator Activity Teen activity 
5 mins Split teens into groups hand out poster sheets and 

pens 
 



10 mins Run 4 rotations of writing answers on the posters Write answers 
10 mins Have teens read out from pirkei avos and facilitate 

questions 
Compare pirkei avos with their 
own ideas 

 
Facilitation Questions: 

1. Are you smart?  Are you strong?  Are you rich? Are you honorable? 
2. How can we learn from every person? Does every person have something to teach us? Can you 

think of someone who has NOTHING to teach? 
3. How can we control our impulses to do evil?  
4. How can we become happy with our portion? Are there ways to help us do this? 
5. How can we honor all of God's creations? Is everyone worthy of honor? What could you focus on to 

help you do this? 
 

Wrap up message and Torah thought: 

Pirkei Avos 4:2 א:ד אבות פרקי, משנה  

Ben Zoma said: Who is one that is wise? One who 
learns from every person, as it is said: From all my 
teachers have I gained understanding.(Psalm 119:99) 
Who is mighty? One who conquers their impulse to 
evil, as it is written, "One who is slow to anger is 
better than the mighty, and one who rules over their 
spirit than one who conquers a city" (Proverbs 
16:32) Who is rich? One who is happy with their 
portion, as it says (Psalms, 128:2),"If you eat of toil of 
your hands, fortunate are you, and good is to you"; 
"fortunate are you" in this world, "and good is to you" 
in the World to Come. Who is honored? One who 
honors the creations, as it says, "Those who honor 
Me I will honor, but those who scorn Me will be 
despised" (I Samuel 2:30) 

 מכל" שנאמר, אדם מכל הלמד--חכם הוא איזה, אומר זומא בן
 הכובש--גיבור הוא איזה(. צט,קיט תהילים" )השכלתי, מלמדיי

 איזה(. לב,טז משלי" )מגיבור, אפיים ארך טוב" שנאמר, יצרו את
, אשריך; תאכל כי, כפיך יגיע" שנאמר, בחלקו השמח--עשיר הוא
", לך וטוב; "הזה בעולם", אשריך(: "ב,קכח תהילים" )לך וטוב

 כי" שנאמר, הברייות את המכבד--מכובד הוא איזה. הבא לעולם
 (.ל,ב א שמואל" )ייקלו ובוזיי אכבד מכבדיי

 
http://www.torah.org/learning/pirkei-avos/chapter4-1a.html - for further discussion on this mishna   

http://www.torah.org/learning/pirkei-avos/chapter4-1a.html


  

What does it mean to be smart? 
  



What does it mean to be strong? 
  



What does it mean to be rich? 
  



Who does it mean to be honorable?   
  



Who is one that is wise? One who learns from every person, as 
it is said: From all my teachers have I gained 
understanding.(Psalm 119:99) 
 
 
 
 
Who is mighty? One who conquers their impulse to evil, as it is 
written, "One who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and 
one who rules over their spirit than one who conquers a city" 
(Proverbs 16:32) 
 
 
 
 
Who is rich? One who is happy with their portion, as it says 
(Psalms, 128:2),"If you eat of toil of your hands, fortunate are 
you, and good is to you"; "fortunate are you" in this world, "and 
good is to you" in the World to Come. 
 
 
 
 
 
Who is honored? One who honors the creations, as it says, 
"Those who honor Me I will honor, but those who scorn Me will 
be despised" (I Samuel 2:30) 
 


